
Backyard Bioblitz Program: 
T U R T L E  P R O T O C O L  

Turtles are marvelous creatures that are essential to the health and functioning of our water systems for several reasons including
their roles in: safeguarding water quality (through consuming carcasses), seed dispersal and nutrient cycling. However, unfortunately,
turtles are under threat due to high road mortality rates, habitat loss, poaching, etc. With turtles taking 60 years to replace
themselves it is important that we learn all we can about their behaviour, distribution and habitat. The information gathered from
your bioblitz will help us do this!

PROTOCOL
On a nice sunny day when temperatures are not very hot (typically from 10:00 am-1:00 pm), grab
your binoculars and head out to your nearest wetland or lake. Once you arrive take, a seat and scan
the wetland and surrounding area for any turtles basking on logs, swimming, mating, or nesting for
at least 30 minutes. Each time you find a turtle, record all relevant information, take a picture, identify
it (if you cant) and submit it to iNaturalist with its coordinates! If you are scanning a wetland near a
road, make sure to keep an eye out for any turtles trying to cross the road. If you see any, help them
to cross the road in the direction they are traveling (if you help them cross in the wrong direction
they will  go back and try to cross the road again). For more information on how to help turtles cross
the road please visit https://www.turtleguardians.com/helping-a-turtle-across-the-road/. NOTE: If you
find an injured turtle immediately contact the Ontario Turtle Conservation Centre at 705-741-5000.

Cell phone (or camera
with GPS)
Printed data entry sheet (if
you can't directly submit
to iNaturalist)
Rubber boots
Pencil or pen
Binoculars

EQUIPMENT

Different turtle species are distinguishable even at a distance! Check out our Turtles of the Land Between
video on YouTube https://youtu.be/qRyHbbNkWno to learn more about how to distinguish between them
Be sure to stay still when scanning for turtles. If any are near you, fast movements will scare them back into
hiding!

TIPS FOR YOUR SEARCH

Before participating in the Backyard Bioblitz program please make sure that you have completed all of the steps and
safety training on our website! When going out to search for turtles ensure you are dressed appropriately for the
elements and have gathered all the equipment listed below. Like with all of our Backyard Bioblitz protocols, please
download the iNaturalist app and make sure you have joined the ’The Land Between Backyard Bioblitz Program’. To join
or visit the iNaturalist project please scan the QR code to the right.

https://www.turtleguardians.com/helping-a-turtle-across-the-road/
https://youtu.be/qRyHbbNkWno
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Welcome to our Turtles Data Sheet! Scan the QR code on the top left or visit https://www.thelandbetween.ca/backyard-
bioblitz/ to find our featured turtles for this season! This sheet is designed for those who would like to keep paper
documentation of their observations or learn more about different habitats and those who are unable to use iNaturalist
while conducting their Bioblitz outside. After adding your observations to this data sheet please submit your images and
information to our iNaturalist project (if you are unable to do this you can send the data directly to us at
info@thelandbetween.ca)! You can find our iNaturalist project titled ’The Land Between Backyard Bioblitz Program’  by
searching the project on iNaturalist or by scanning the QR code to the right.
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