Snake ID Decision Tree

This Snake ID Decision Tree is a tool designed to help you in your snake identification.
Answer the questions in the decision trees to help guide your identification.

Please note the red flags in the flow charts are to refer you to related sections of the Road
Surveying Protocol.

(You found a snake! Cool!]
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Chart 1. Striped Snakes
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Chart 2. Snhakes that are all one colour
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Chart 3. Blotched Snakes

Chart 3

Are you East of
Muskoka?

Does it have a
triangular shaped
head, a grey or
brown background
colour and a row of
dark bowtie or
butterfly-shaped
blotches on the
back?

Does it have a rusty
brown or copper
coloured head?

Yes

A2, A4 A3, Ad4 |V
8. Massasauga 9. Eastern
Rattlesnake Foxsnake

Does it have reddish
white "Y" or "V" shaped

or "V" may be broken in
some places

coloured blotches and a

mark on its head? The "Y"

No

A

A

No

A3, A4

Yes
10. Milksnake €—

v | A3, A4
11. Northern
Watersnake

Are you west of W No
Frontenac County?

Does it have a
broad head,
upturned nose,

and dark patches

on either side of

Is it long and black
with a white chin,
throat, and upper
lip?

its head? Yes
Yes
A3, A4 v | A4
7. Eastern Hog- 12. Grey
nosed Snake Ratsnake




