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Use of fireworks has been increasing. 

According to the Canadian National Fireworks Association, importing of fireworks into Canada increased 

by almost 800% over a 10 year span, from 1.5 million kilograms in 2001 to over 8 million kilograms in 

2011. 

You may not think occasional use of fireworks is a problem, but it's not occasional anymore. Here on Big 

Bald Lake, fireworks are every weekend in the summer and often during the week as well. They are set 

off any time of day or night, often after midnight. Our local noise by-law is ignored, because it implies, 

but does not specifically state, that fireworks are not allowed after 11 p.m. Fireworks are interfering 

with my enjoyment of my home and property. The noise stresses my dog, which lead me to do research 

on how fireworks affect both domestic and wild animals. 

Animal shelters report increases in stray animals and injuries and trauma to animals after fireworks 

displays. One of my neighbours had their visiting granddog, Pumpkin, a toy poodle, run away because of 

fireworks. The dog was found nine days later in Burleigh Falls, just over 20 km away. Pumpkin was one 

of the lucky ones, many pets do not make it home. 

Loud firework explosions cause panic, confusion, fear, and anxiety in wild animals. 

There are documented cases of loud fireworks causing ground nesting birds to abandon their nests and 

flightless chicks to be permanently separated from their parents during the confusion, resulting in 

death. Birds fly into buildings and ducks in high-noise areas grow slower and have less body weight than 

those in low-noise areas. Snow geese reduce their feeding time and have less rest and sleep, resulting in 

reduced survival rates. Personally, I recall the sound of a frantic loon during a particularly loud display.  

Firework explosions do not last long enough for animals to become accustomed to the sound. The ears 

of most animals are considerably more sensitive than the human ear, so the explosions are even more 

disturbing to them. 

Turtles are a good example. They’re very sensitive to noise and vibrations. They can hear underwater as 

well as above. My husband and I have transported turtles for the Kawartha Turtle Trauma Centre and 

we were told to leave the radio off and not speak any more than necessary while we had a turtle in the 

car. 



 
Studies have been done on the negative effects of artificial lights and loud noise, including fireworks, on 

sea turtles, but I'm unable to find any research on the effect on our native turtles, most of which are 

already at risk. Suffice it to say that what affects one species and contributes to hatchling disorientation 

and mortality, must affect other species of turtles.  

Fireworks normally contain perchlorates. Perchlorates are used in rocket fuel, explosives, road flares and 

air bag inflation systems. They also contain metals to produce a variety of colours. These chemicals and 

metals are making their way into our water since most fireworks are set off in close proximity to the 

lake. 

Our Lake Plan recommends helping our Species at Risk through the protection and maintenance of their 

breeding habitats, including foraging and migration corridors. There are currently six bird and six reptile 

species listed at risk in our area, and at least 10 more listed species that may be inhabiting areas within 

the watershed. Fireworks are not conducive to the protection of these species. 

Displays should never be allowed where wildlife gathers or nest, especially threatened or endangered 

species. 

Fireworks are not allowed in provincial parks because of the fire risk, but fireworks are being set off on 

private property regardless of fire risk or wind conditions. After fireworks were set off on a windy 

evening, I found charred bits of paper on my shoreline which travelled over my house from the 

neighbour’s shoreline 100 metres away. According to figures provided by the Office of the Ontario Fire 

Marshal, fireworks were blamed for 129 fires and almost $2.5 million in damage in Ontario between 

2009 and 2013. Fire bans were in effect throughout much of Ontario this summer, but many people did 

not seem to realize that fireworks are not allowed during a fire ban. 

Restrictions are needed in each municipality. Firework bans do not work; they’re normally ignored. 

Education and awareness is the key to compliance. 


