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The Land Between is hors o some of Camada's most
iconic and baloeed wildbife: loeons, boerrar, st bine
baroor:, and ... hzards? Wihile most of s tend to aasoct-
am these wmll-bodied. cold-blecded meptile: wid wamne-
ar climates, one lizard species, the tve-lined skimik calls
Ths Land Batowwan boma. It thrives iz open mranits rock
oricrops that are typical of the southemn Canadian Shiald
mibation of the five-linad skink in caniral Omtamo is 50
closaly associaied with the distobution of The Land Be-
mwesn, the newsletnr of The Land Beraeen is cartainhy
apily named' Apart fromn a hamdl of dsolsted popals-

Bemawan is the cxby placs the Svve-lined skink calls hopeg
in Camada

Tihat mokes 2 skink a skink? Siomin ae wery omall,
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cream-colomed siripes that rem down thear hlack baody.
Ths color patiern i most evidant in menilias. Frvanilos
also boye 2 siniong fextore that is bomd fo miss: an elec-
mic bl il As individeals age, their siripe: and sar
blng 1zl fade, wspecialty in rolss. In the bresding seasom
juers amd chin Ekimks have smeooth scales, which gve
thar: a shiny appearance. This may explain winy they are
often misaken for salamanders.

Skinks e fascmating anirals and hoes soose nferesting
and eem soprising chamchanstics. For nstamce, con-
trary bo mwost female repdiles, skinds, display parental care
o their eggs. Thews: mwoom-to-be are sxrellent guandioms
of thair cloich of eges, and rerely leenw e pest onoe
the ez are laid. They protect % egos ageinst predters
woch = mocooms, and e rotie the sz within the nest
10 sxse their propar developmes. Ancthes remnarkakls
charactaristic of dicmics i+ thedr sbdlity to lose and re-gowr
their @ils. Whan harsweed ry 2 pomntial predator, skinks
cam drop thair il 25 2 defunce pwochamizm Whan this oc-
curs, the predator is Jeft with a distracting, thrashing tail,
and the JSonk is then 2ble to attenapt 2 speedy peway o
s fpiy — e Tt ]!

The fe-lined wionk hos the largwt geosrapkic sl
ton of any lizard in castern MNorth Amsarica. It is fomnd
acToss e easiom ULE. apd i considaed o be commeon
= zach of the southeen portiom of its rangs. Howsnar, m
Canada, the distnbutica of the species” extends only inte
the sontham portion of Coiarie, where the speciss is at
is mosthern loedt. Unfortenaiely for the siomi, this e
i also hore o the birgest concentration of bomons m
Cnianio. The froe-liined woml is considared o be at misk
m Canzda, and s threaened primarily by lobitat loss azd
kobitxt dopadaton Cther Sreats to the species mohnde
the losa of microbabitt fetmes (o2, woody debrs z2nd
covar rock), road meriabity, and Blegal collecting Sor the
pet trads. . the Copwedties on the Stams of B
-hl:l.n'l'n-c'l"il.'.lh:lh:l:'n m Canada (COSEWIC) detarnmined
ot tho popalaton: n soofiesion Coierie and thee
found on the Shield {n The Land Berawan) thould be
assevisd and momsged mdependenihy: As a mamit of this
decidon. skinks o souftnwestrn Crxfaric zre now Lated
as Endangered, whils skinks along the southern Shoeld
ane livied as Special Concam.

For those of you whe are fortunais eoongh to dhare the
babitat of this litle aeatnre, the mext tme you think you
bove spind te flawh of a bright bloo tadl quockby disap-
peaming under a nearitry rock, reed camafnlly .. yom may
bore hesn. gven 2 rare opportmmty to marvel at cashem
Canada’s onky rard species!



