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FARMSTEAD

SUBSISTENCE FARMING - A HERITAGE OF
THE LAND BETWEEN
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Farmstead Con Line 13, east of Healey Falls, Seymour Twp, Northumberland County May 15, 1991

Column By: Tom Mclwraith, Department of
CGreography, University of Toromoto

Wikert might £t e comsitmed as sbandonment 15 mors
proparty to e viewed sinspéy as changing land use. Tand
and facilities nise and fall in the depree of ety of
nse. Heze in Senymooer s a woane of nunder-utlization — o
pechaps of the consegeences of orar-sxpecaton

The meduay with the closed, slighthy batered, gaie, m-
caives occasional nse, but could probably mrosr back preen
xpain withont farther ateation. It is of the e bssboms tmck-
loads of gravel, or tar, or asplalt, those wetetincgs that bio-
degreds coly slowly, marking thair place long afier active
moles heng ceased. This right-of-meny is of the ape of horses,
wagms and sleighs, when ome simply drove through amd
mads mut: ad left 2 meen sdp dowm the middie. In pre-
rziomotdle days farme lanes and country roads blanded to-
gethar vinbly & ome, withowt precedence. The biererchy
of main mads and wecondwy roads spread fom the: bigger
cantres iopo e extmenities of the countyuide, peteing cut
ahipgether n phiogs e this.

As owr roadway dropped owt of Tegular, or even infreqmant,
e it blanded back inin the wrmdn In this case, that poine
is machod lew: dSan kalf way © the bam A one e it
comtimeed om tadk tr 2 wmll honse, the s apraremiy
marked by a thin line of siones doectly m foot of the g
bral emd of the barmn. O Sat is whae 2 house should be,
whan oz Looks 2t 2 hundmed farmsteads around the pron-
inog mnd aclneledges standard patterm that get freaky and
mnconscionsly mpeaied Betwean that place and the barm
siand: & yard, vpon which foed the "back” door of the
honze. Any door om the side Bcing the road — what most
people weoald call the froot - would be primcipalby for car-
smomy, OF partops st mere decorton Waich for tham
covered with plastc sheating for insmlation in the wimer,
and the idea of tess apparent soirances not being for nse
will sk homne.

Tha board sding missing frops the bam gmives T Sat mmsed

look oo, and i & fooes for the palpable dereliction of
thiz place. Thoe barered gt — a 19450: artifact — and the
aroded patch of gravel manfors the mape. The wtne
mite hes chamged from a hive: of roral sxderprice and be-
come 3 pasis, umfmmely hland and sreen whare once:
& vamety of domestic and faommg foncibors would bave:
Even mowy boes and teedores. Wobs howr short amd tidy
the gress i be patient for a few howms, and the EBlolsteins
will amnble thromgh.

Thoz fmsiead i 2 fom feld n an erwprise Dow ooz
tred alsewhern. The family that ooce lived b e be-
come redendint and voed away o join the wordd of
cities while thowe membar: too old to adapt
kavo lingared. probably = a near-bry village, and San
died off The sxposure of ganvel shows bow very thin
the wodl & in Seymour, jost where the good fomland of
sonzthan Cotario roms oot o e limwsone plan and
the Precambrian shizld beyond Afmr an offort at be-
g a fine mixed agmoulurel sonierprive, culnvmotivg in
the mived gambml-recdfed bam of the first decade of the
toantisth canmiry, thiz site has setied back to whar it
traly i saub lamd The bam once served 3 2 sholiar
and storage tmildng, and porhags: 561l does, but omby in
& oy l¥-hgarind sort of way. It & folly ameortized (should
aryone cire te think in those temes) yet, with & sound
foundation and a typically well-mafied femesor, ooy
siznd up indefimitely, oven 2: the board: fap and Sen
blow away. They're pest details.

Az Sor the bouss, I parts — windown, doom, powibly
e 2 brick vensar omce laid wp ovar board iding —
long heee had a peomicet among ilders engeged i res-
tomation or reprodocton achifechore. Brdc chisomey
simcks ware coveisd by sanvengers who camed not that
vt would get in and rof wonld inedably follow
Poople: oy np fooner farmhonses for anira) sheliars,
or dimmnte them axd mecycles the nge squared logs.
Whaterer its faiz, the honse we fesl cortain omce stood
hare . Spymour kas vanished, leanving barsly a macs for
the comsideraton of roadside philoscpbers.



