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AVIAN DIVERSITY

BREEDING BIRD ABUDNACE AND
DISTRIBUTION IN THE LAND BETWEEN
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Characterizing Avian

Diversity

Column By: Andrew Couturier, PhDD. IS
Analyst, Bird Studies Canada

Maps: Bird Studies Canada

Land Bemawan, both in terms of range overiap and sbun-
dance? Within the smdy area, where specthically do thay
ocom? TWhat do patterms of bind specis nchnew:
1 aboat comariation threats and opportemities” Mo
troadly, does the dismbetion of bads aoows soatham
Cmtanio provide choes as wo the tue boundary of The
Land Between?

Axdrew Coutnnsr fom Bod Stodes Camda 1 mmoes-
tigating these questions wung now and excitng reswlis
from fe Onianio Breeding Bard Atlas. The Afia con-
docted Som 2001-2000, benstied Tom the bercic of-
forts of weveral thomsand woluntesr “ciizen wcendists”
win logeed an ncredible 152 000 howrs while sureey-
tam oo both the dismibubon and abundance of birds
acoss the province in an irgpressive dafabase chat will
R comsan 2bom banefis for yean 1o coma.

Fawalts from the Atlas: are mixed Some species groups,
mch x forest bards, ae penarally thonght to be mpros-
ing relative o the first atlas project that was condncted
in the earty 1580s. Other groups are mot faring well a
tirds and aarisl msectvomes. Declings in rascland birds
tan. among othar factors, be taced to agrionliural imden-
sification and oede-offs with other habitat types., 8., as
old ficlds coce presemt doring the St atles project 20
VRATE AED TeReoerate info forust babatar less open coun-
try hahimr is now available. Decline: in aamal insecti-
vores, homener, are pore difficnbt to unreral, 25 fwry do
0ot appear bo be hahitx-relabed. ot redhar are thomeht 1o
mflect rosder amiroomental Gcioes.

The Land Between becanse of its umique topogzzeplhny,
mix of southern and noriban abias, miov-clatic
conditicens. and othar factor, i bhome 0 an impres-
uve divemsiy of hirds.  Pralimoary resuits show that a
mambar of specie: are stronghy assocind Wit te smdy
degren to which bird species e asocixied wih The
Land Betaean so that plannen and decision malars will
moognire the conmbuttom of the area o the province’s
roian diveraty, A a Soar swoale, oarening patkems of
1o direct conservation efforts. and promwots appropriam
semardship acnTtes.
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Avian Diversity Cont’d

Is 2 laspe mumber of species that are abtendant i sowham
Cotame, but wioch mpidly decress In mobar at te edm
of the Camadian Shield The mame iz tue of northem spe-
cies whiose southern mnges tarminats in The Lamd Batwean.
Quamtifying the matre of s transiton amea will help @ un-
derstand the trm locaticn of The Land Betwsan

Maps repraduced with permission from: Codsan, M0

DA, Sutherlond (r.ir. Beck, I Lepape omd AR Couns-
rier jodr ). 2007, Arlas of e Brecding Rirds af Oreiaria
2002005, Bied Seadles Canads Envroamens Comada
Creario Fleld Oveisholagisrs, Omeario Minisory of Noseral
Resources, and Crmario Nanre, Toroen,

Tk Ereeding Evidence legend applies to all species

Rasearch results froos this project are expected tobe mleased FrowdingEviarca

m M08, For mom infermaticn con@act Andrew Coutumiar B roate

(acoutumiar@bsc-eoc.org) or Leora Barman = Frta
Confrrec
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