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Gathering Aboriginal
Traditional Knowledge

In September 20038, Curve Lake First Mation began a journsy
to gather Aboriginsl Tradtionsl Enowledze about species
and species at rick. The project would raize awareness of
the cultural significance and importance of the species and
confinue our fraditions within the compmnity, the Williams
Treaty Area and The Land Between region. fac McCue and
Ensta Coppaway were hired from the commumity. They
umped in and created project Syers that were posted and
dismibuted throuzhouat the conmmumiry- The word zot ouat
within the first week!

Vignenes of each of the species at mizk were produced alonz
with & one page boochure that identified the 9 species that
were being smdied. A questionnaire was produced and sent
ot to Elders and community members that bunt, fish and wap
in and around the community.

Zac and Erista attendad meetings and workshops at several
locatons including Pamy Sound and Ottawa that dealt with
Species at Bisk. They also confacted individuals fom Carve
Lake that may have traditional knowledge that they were
willing to share.

A celebration event called the “might of nostalgia™ was held
at the Curve Lake Cultural Cenfre with special imvitations
deliversd to comomanity members who may hald raditional
knowledze. It was hoped that reminiscing about our past
wiould spark discussion around traditional relationships and
nzes of Species at risk and other non threstened species.

A prezentation highlishting each species was produced and
presentad by Ensta Coppaway, a slideshow of over 300 old
photos of Carve Lake were shown along with a video of
Wellington Williams and son Gary Williams tourng around
the Curve Lake islands and Wellimgton spoke in Anishinasbs
about what itwas like “back in the day™ and about the animals
they encounterad along their tour,

Elders shared raditional knowledge about non threatened
species that were feod sources and that linked

the Anishnasbek culture to the land. Stories i
sbout the Burternut snd American eel were e
shared during the dizoussions. A fraditions]
faazt of moose stew, wild rce pudding and
szasgan was prepared for everyome who
attended Some of the knowledge chared
confitmed what was gathered earlier in the
month The food was delicious and everyone
enjoyed the gathering.

But overall, we discovered that there is a lack
of raditional knowledze sbout species at msk
specifically. Theories as o why this might be
painted to the fact that we passed our raditions
oa through stores and practical experience, not
through the written word or other medinm Others

smzmast that the speed at which our oaditional tesritory
was colonized impeded and mterfered with oor traditional
practices.

However, what 15 clear is if no action is taken soom this
important knowledge will be lost as we loose our Elders,
So that Curve Lake First Mation is reaching out and
comumunicating with other First Natons in these areas to
gather and share knowledze This way we can keep our
fraditions alive, effectively assist in the recovery of species
at rizk and steward the land.

We are also developing & guideline of best practices and
leszoms leamnt to share with other First Matons. One lesson is
to talk about other species that wounld be comparable to these
that are at msk. And Curve Lake will continue to gather
this imporisnt Anishinasbe traditions] knowledze with the
support from the Aboriginal Fund for Species at Bick.

Aborigingl Tradifons] Enowledze will be gathered within
the Williams Treaty temitory and “The Land Befwsen™
and dismibuted thromghout thiz area. By dismiboting
comrnunication and educational products that contain ATE
present and fumre generations will leam about who they
are culmurally, and the essential imterreladonship that we and
living thing: have with the swmounding nanral world.

If vou wonld like to see the work that Enista and Zac have
done; to visit our Cultoral Cenire; or to learn more abont
Curve Lake First Matdon, check ont our website:
www.curvelakefiTsmation ca.

To First Nation People, the Turtle is sacred.

It is Mother Earth. Turtle Island.

The turtle shell has 13 scutes corresponding to

the 13 moons in a vear and the 7 parts of the

turtle: head, tail, body, and 4 legs, represent

the 7 Grandfather Teachings; the 7 codes of

life and Indigenous North American values
that have existed for ages...
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2. Respect

| 3. Homesty

4. Humility
5. Wisdom

2 ’-'-. 1. Bravery

6. Honor

7. Sharing



