Light grey — limestone plains, dark grey — granite barrens; source Chapman and Putnam, Surficial Geology of S. Ontario

What's New In..The Land Between

WELCOME  Thisisthefirstin aseries of
newsletters on The Land Between. Authorsinclude
Peter Alley (PA), BrendaVanSleeuwen (BVS), Ron
Reid (RR), and Ben Porchuk (BP). Editorial
assistance by many, including Ron Reid.

Who isThe Land Between Collaborative?
This project was spearheaded by the Couchiching
Conservancy & the Kawartha Heritage Conservancy,
with key support from many land trusts, government
agencies, non-profit organizations, & clubs from
south eastern Georgian Bay to Kingston.

The team includes:

lan Attridge — Pres. Kawartha Heritage Conservancy

Ron Reid — E.D. Couchiching Conservancy

Peter Alley — Chair, The Land Between Working Group
Brenda VanSleeuwen — Research/GIS Assistant = =
Phung Tran —Watershed Project PI anner, Muskeka
Heritage Foundatton

Ben Porchuk — PrOJQEManager The Land Betwegn
Collaborative - a bit:about the Project Manager .. after
spendingthe greater part of the past 12 years on Pelee
Island as co-foundmaﬁE D. of the Wilds of Pelee [sland,
| have refreshingly returned tothe region of my homeland
(L. Simcoe)- I-ha»ie been ignited by the opportunity to
work in‘the pr ion of lands acress a fascinating
landscape, diversein cblture natural varlety and genuine
peaple. Y

"f

For more information please contact Ben Porchuk at Box
704, Orillia, ON L3V 6K7 705.326.4643; or in London at
519 642.1309; tIb@couchconservancy.ca
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What is The Land Between?

It isatransition zone —amosaic of patches of
different edge habitats mottled with numerous



wetlands, bare rock open spaces, and pockets of
grasslands. It runs from the southeast corner of
Georgian Bay in the west to the Frontenac Axisin the
east. It lies between the hilly Canadian Shield and the
farmland of southern Ontario’s Mixedwood Plains.
The main geological features are low hills, thin soil
and shallow lakes on granite barrens on the southern
slope of the Canadian Shield, and thin soils on
limestone plains, with avars.

PA

Til Granite Barrens

Limestone plain
Deep glacial tills

North Canadian Shield South

Diagramatic description of The Land Between by Peter
Alley.

The Purpose: Project Plan for Year |
This project can be summarized as the planning year
with atwist; get groups and agencies interested
enough to complete pilot studies to set collaborations
in phase two (years two and three) well in motion.
Specifically, year | of the The Land Between
Collaborative is about:
- Documentation of distinctiveness (cuitural &
natural)
Identify gapsin knowledge (e.g. soil depths)
Identify areas of interest for futurefield
inventory and conservation activity
Document land ownership/ land use patternsto
assess opportunities for securement or
stewardship on private lands
Develop & support land protection projects
consistent with emerging priority areas

Inserted Map
shows the
topographic
relief of S.
Ontario. Note
how the
provisional
boundary

(dotted line) of The Land Between is situated on the
S. edge of the Algonquin Dome of the Canadian
Shield.

Funding Support

Primarily sponsored by the Ontario Trillium
Foundation, The Land Between Collaborative has
also received funding from the EBJL Foundation and
the Salamander Foundation for phase one of this
project. We have also received some private
donations from companies and individuals.
Additional funds are currently being sought for phase
two (research on knowledge gaps, conservation focal
areas, and initiating land protection projects), which
will be two years long; please inform us of any
sources that might help us further preserve the
cultural & natural heritage of The Land Between.
BP

BSC - Pilot Study of Priority Birds

It was about the 9" piece of paper to be evacuated
from Ron Reid’ s office, headed in the direction of
mine that sizzling mid-June day at Grants Woods
west of Orillia. “This also might be of interest to you
and The Land Between” he remarked. His face-wide
grin that greets me every day was alittle wider. You
might say that Ron likes birds. The paper was the
Partnersin Flight listing of priority speciesfor Bird
Conservation Regions (BCR) 12 and 13. | looked at it
and was immediately excited about the prospects of
working closely with bird data sets and possibly
some of my old colleagues (and high school pal) at
Bird Sudies Canada (BSC).
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The Upland Sandpiper is known as the ‘ shorebird of the prairies’
or open grassy areas. The limestone plains and associated ‘ open
country’ of The Land Between provide ideal habitat for this
species. BP



As afirst step, Ron suggested examining the extent
of severa priority speciesfrom BCRs 12 and 13 such
as Golden-winged Warbler, Bobolink, and V esper
Sparrow.

These birds are on the priority list for conservation
measures for anumber of different reasons such as
habitat |oss and so on. The Land Between
Collaborative Team also felt strongly about engaging
the expertise and experience of BSC in analyzing
bird distribution and abundance. A few long
telephone conversations, ameeting in Port Rowan
and several emailslater has resulted in BSC happily
joining the expanding list of partnering organizations.

The plan issmply to reveal the biodiversity of The
Land Between through the distribution and
abundance of birds. GIS Analyst Andrew Couturier
and Director of Avian Science and Conservation
Gregor Beck are two who have helped put some
thought into determining the best approach to use the
Breeding Bird Atlas datato thisend. A preliminary
analysiswill utilize bird distribution information
from the Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas to examine
patterns of species richness for priority species within
The Land Between focus area and the

broader landscape context.

In 2006, we hope to expand this anaysisto include
finer scale relative abundance data from the Atlas.
These datawill be used to identify areasthat are of
high importance to priority bird species but which are
not protected by conservation mechanisms. BP

Eastern M eadowlark in Grasslands typical of the limestone
plains of The Land Between. Drawing by Peter Burke

Provincial Policy: Placesto Grow Act
The“Placesto Grow Act” (PTGA) is designed to
deal with another 4 million folks expected to join us
in the province by 2035. These future Ontarians will
be somewhat earmarked for specific locations since
provincial planning has culminated in ‘ The Greenbelt
Act’ of 2004 and the ensuing document ‘ The Green
Belt Plan’ (Feb. 2005). One of the consequences of
the Greenbelt is atemptation for developersto ‘leap
frog' the Greenbelt land.
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Places To Grow. The Greenbelt (dark ‘belt’ around L. Ontario —
Bruce Pen.). Placesto Grow are in beige. The dotted area (black)
isthe provisiona vicinity of The Land Between. Source:
Ontario Government website (provisional boundary added BP).

The PTGA targets the distribution of future residents,
their houses and workplaces in five regions (see Map
above). The two northern places identified for growth
overlap significantly with The Land Between —
“North of Proposed Greenbelt” (Simcoe County) and
“East of Durham” (Cities of Kawartha Lakes and
Peterborough, and County of Northumberland).

With the passing of the PTGA comes an opportunity
to assist in the creation of a‘Natural Heritage
System'’. Since one of the main goals of The Land
Between Collaborative’'s Year | project isto
“identify potential (natural) areas of significance as
focal points for futurefield inventory and



conservation activity” we are poised to contribute to
the creation of such aNatural Heritage Systemin the
two areas noted above.

Of course, our efforts aren't the first to plan across a
significant portion of Ontario. The “Big Picture
Project” (Natural Heritage Info. Centre & Nature
Conservancy Canada) provided asolid basis for
identifying core areas and logical corridors. On the
heels of that, Ontario Nature' s “ Southern Ontario
Greenway Strategy” provides a compelling and
comprehensive argument for conservation planning
using core areas and corridors across the whole area
and al at once. We plan to build on those studies to
identify priority natural areas along the edge of the
Canadian Shield and to share the analysis with the
agenciesinvolved in Placesto Grow. BP

Data Sharing Agreement with MNR
The Land Between Collaborative and the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources have recently signed a
data sharing agreement thanks to the support and
effort of Jennie Aikman, Information Management
Specialist, for MNR's Natural Spaces Program. The
resulting access to datawill enable The Land
Between Collaborative team to create a number of
important base mapsto illustrate geological, political,
and management boundaries that relate to and help

Veery by Peter Burke.

define The Land Between. Thisagreement will also
prove important for future analyses of yet to be
partners who will analyze datato help the

Collaborative further define study area boundaries,
biodiversity and special cultura features. We are a'so
pleased to announce that Phung Tran, Project Planner
for the Muskoka Watershed Inventory, will be
utilizing the data and contributing base maps for our
analysis. This undertaking will be abig catalyst to
help start conservation and inventory planning in the
Muskoka Watershed (see pg. 7: Conservation and
Inventory Underway in Muskoka). BV S

U of G PhD Characterizes Biodiver sity
University of Guelph Ecology Professor Tom Nudds
was right (no doubt he likes that admission). We
thank him for steering usin the direction of PhD

The Fisher is one of several speciesthat are not found south of
The Land Between in Ontario. It is hypothesized that the
mosaic habitats along the southern edge of the Canadian Shield
are high in betadiversity. Illustration by Robert Neaves.

candidate Y olanda Wiersma. In the final stages of her
PhD, Y olanda’ s methods of examining biodiversity
are proving very helpful in characterizing the
uniqueness of The Land Between.

With GIS and spatially referenced data she employed
a sdf-written code to help reveal places with ahigh
rate of change of species richness (beta diversity)
over short distances. She looked at 36 disturbance
sensitive mammalsin the Y ukon, including the
Masked Shrew, Arctic Ground Squirrel, Wolverine,
and Caribou to name afew. For 19 of 23 ecoregions
in the Y ukon, she used these data and techniques to
determine patterns of diversity to gain detailed
insight into protected area or reserve location and
spatial arrangement. She was more than gracious
(and entertaining) about hosting usin her lab at U of
G. Brendaand | watched her complete a mock
analysis of mammal species across The Land



Between. We found that data from Nature Serve for
mammals was too coarse for our scale and have plans
to re-run the analyses with mammal distributions that
are further defined using the data from the Atlas of
the Mammals of Ontario. Of Ontario’s 80 plus
mammal species a number are found either primarily
south (Big Brown Bat, E. Cottontail, Striped Skunk)
or primarily north (Marten, Fisher, Moose, Black
Bear, River Otter, Lynx, Gray Wolf, and S. Red
backed Vole) of the Canadian Shield boundary and
we predict that they may meet in The Land

Between, thus showing a higher than average level
of betadiversity. Stay tuned for ‘ Analysis with
Yolanda— Episode |’ only on ‘The Land Between
Broadcast Network’. BP

Getting in the Field
It was hard to give up some time of an efficient and
bright worker. However, it is generally known that
periodic doses of fieldwork (much like naps) can
spring one into further productivity once in the
confines of computers, cabinets and telephones.
Brenda Van Sleeuwen, The Land Between Project
Assistant, has been ‘on loan’ to the Ontario Ministry
of Natural Resources Ecological Land Classification
(ELC) field crews at the Kawartha Highlands
Sgnature Ste Provincial Park. Her work of one to
two days per week from June to August has provided
effective support for the ministry’s ELC initiative in
2005. Her time spent in the field thus far has also
provided her with much inspiration back into the
office where she has
been busy planning
meetings and has started
to put together maps of
various GISlayersto
help digitally
characterize The Land
Between. Weare
hoping thisisjust the
beginning of ELC and
our collaborative.

Brendagazesacrossawetland ~ We are a the beginning
on the southern edge of The stages of workingin

Land Between, between partnership with Silvia
Napanee and Kaladar. BP Strobl. MNR's
Coordinator, for
Information Management & Spatial Analysis. This
hopeful union would see EL C coverage of the entire

stretch from south eastern Georgian Bay to the
western side of the Frontenac Axis. Such an
undertaking will yield important data regarding the
ecosystem structure, namely the diversity of
vegetation communities. BP

Where Do You Draw the Line?

“What is‘in’, what is‘out’ and more importantly
why?" That is the main challenge that we have
grappled with in consulting many ecological and GIS
experts across Ontario with respect to ‘enclosing’
The Land Between. Indeed, it isatough challenge
for anyone to draw a boundary —whether it'sa
political, ecological or amarital line, people often
fumble over, get frustrated with and sometimes get
hot under the collar over divisions, groupings, or
boundaries.

When it comesto ecological lines, there are many
methods, ranging from simple hand drawn based on
field knowledge to complicated models using data
sets of variable coarseness and resolution. Even
homogeneous habitats such as an old growth forest or
awetland have layers of heterogeneity. But how
about atransitional zonethat ismosaicinitsvery
nature? We had many important, informative but
brief discussions with a number of ecological-GIS
teams across the province, including Paul Zorn and
Justin Quirouette (Parks Canada), Andrew Couturier
and Gregor Beck (BSC), and Dan Kraus and Dave
Marriott (NCC), and Bonnie Henson (NHIC). These
discussions were insightful and valuable for ideas for
analysis and the kinds of program that could be
written and data that could be employed.

I was lucky enough to have more lengthy discussion
in Peterborough one day with MNR's Silvia Strobl
(Coord. IM & Spatial Analysis), and Danijela Puric-
MIladenovic (Sen. Analyst — Settled Landscapes). |
sat in wonder in their office for afew hours,
observing and repeatedly nodding my head. They
boggled my mind as they proceeded to verbally and
visually download awhack of technical information
into my brain by means of Power Point presentations,
guick calculations and sample reports. Their
experience in evaluating and delineating the Oak
Ridges Moraine among several other projects, lead
them to confidently suggest that the data sets key for
making a boundary of The Land Between include



digital elevation model, soil depth, climate and
surficial geology. For our purposes, we are thinking
of areiterative approach —to start with a‘first
approximation’ boundary and periodically review and
refineit asinformation and further analysis becomes
available. BP

Schooling on Ecological Transitional

Zones (M osaic Ecotones)

We put our Research Assistant Brenda Van Seeuwen
to the task of digging up some facts and finding some
people to aid in our quest for a science based
description of The Land Between — our transition
zonein question; to provide up to date scientific
grounds for identifying its perimeter. Thisiswhat she
came up with:

Traditionally, classification has focused on the
identification of largely homogeneous areas to
describe and understand ecosystem processes with
little attention to the heterogeneous areasthat lie
between these spatially homogeneous clusters.
Ecotones, or transitional zones, are naturally
occurring features of the landscape and perform more
than one functional role in the maintenance of
ecological processes. The detection of ecotones, or
ecological boundaries, can be performed using two
families of techniques: clustering algorithms and

A rare sighting: Peter Alley in apocket of forest, away from the
open canopy of the granite barrens, near N. Muldrew Lake, SW.
of Gravenhurst. Peter’ s enthusiasm and persistence leads to
positive outcomes at meetings with key people. BP

edge detection techniques. Often both techniques can
be used jointly to provide complementary

information regarding the boundary. Following
boundary identification, boundary and superfluity
statistics are applied in order to assess the accuracy
and significance of the boundary location.

Clustering algorithms identify spatially homogeneous
areas, where ecotones, or boundaries, are determined
by standard spatial clustering methods based on the
spatial relationship among sites. Clustering
algorithms identify spatially homogeneous areas,
where ecotones, or boundaries, are generated as a by-
product of the analysis. Homogeneous areas

Clusters are formed based on a high degree of
similarity between neighbours.

Edge detection techniques identify areas of change
and allow information concerning the location, width
and shape of a boundary to be determined. The most
common methods of edge detection techniques are
those methods that identify the first or second partial
derivatives of the measured variable. These
techniques measure the rate of changein avariable
across the landscape. Generally, the highest ten
percent rate of change isidentified as the boundary.
BVS

Just In: Spatial Ecology Wizard Found
Much of the research Brenda VVan Sleeuwen found on
transitional zones (article above) and boundary
identification came from papers either authored or
co-authored by Marie-Josee Fortin, a professor of
Spatial Ecology from U of T's Dept. of Zoology.
Marie-Josee puts much time and effort into
elucidating the functional roles of ecotones,
thankfully combined with akeen interest in
conserving species and diversity. Sheisaprolific
academic. She has authored dozens of papers, talks
and books on the subjects of spatial, forest, and
landscape ecology, as well as spatial statistics. After
finally tracking her down we (Peter Alley and 1) have
a scheduled a meeting where we are hopeful that she
might provide further insight into characterizing The
Land Between, and possibly engaging an individual
in ameaningful graduate project. BP

Vulnerablevs. Threatened

Peter Alley describesthem well: “*Vulnerable' is
when adelicate glass vase sits on the coffee table in
your living room. ‘ Threatened' is when your 6-year-



old child (or grandchild) walks into your living room
twirling a basketball on aforefinger.”

Blanding's Turtles (above - alive [left] and road kill
[right]) are vulnerable because the often choose to lay eggs
in the soft gravel along busy roadsides. Roads threaten the
turtles and other wildlife. The turtle was killed June 9" on
highway 7, 60 km east of Marmora, near Ronaldson.

Compared to the south, The Land Between iS
relatively road-less. However, wildlife like turtles
suffer devastating losses on existing roads & lose
habitat as development pressures extend northwards.
BP

Timetofill up (on Biodiversity) —Help

from the ‘Ontario Service Centre

The Land Between is hypothesized to be areservoir
for biodiversity in southern Ontario. The mixture of
granite barrens, limestone plains, Great Lakes St.
Lawrence lowlands forests and interspersed wetlands
creates amosaic of distinct habitats and numerous
edges leading to greater biodiversity. Some southern
species are found at their northern limits, while

Simpson’s Biodiversity Index. This preliminary study
shows areas of highest landscape diversity (greatest
number of habitats) in blue. Thisindicates that The Land
Between has a high biodiversity (large number of plants,
animals, etc.) compared to neighbouring regions (Paul
Zorn and Justin Quirouette, Parks Canada). The white

dashed line isthe provisiona boundary of The Land
Between.

northern species are found at their southern limits.
Additionally many rare, endangered and threatened
species occur, as well as digunct popul ations of
Atlantic Coastal Plain species are also found within
The Land Between.

The Simpson’ s diversity index is a common measure
of biodiversity based on probability theory. It
calculates the probability that two species randomly
selected in an infinitely sized community will be the
same. In this case, biodiversity isinfluenced by two
factors: richness and evenness. Thus, the Simpson’s
diversity index determines biodiversity based on the
number of speciesthat occur in agiven areaand the
relative abundance of each species.

Paul Zorn (Monitoring Ecologist) and Justin
Quirouette (GIS Analyst) of Parks Canada s Ontario
Service Centre (Ecosystem Conservation Section)
performed a GIS based habitat diversity analysis as
an indication of biodiversity in The Land Between
and adjacent landscapes. The land cover
classification data (2000) for southern Ontario was
used as an index. Habitat diversity was calculated
based on the number and proportion of land cover
classifications for agiven area (grids were 5 x 5 km).
Theresulting grid of values was classified into ten
categories of biodiversity. This analysis was daunting
and ‘tied up’ a‘fairly fast’ computer for several
weeks while it ruminated, calculated and
regurgitated. The result was the predominately red
and blue map you see in the vicinity of thisarticle.
Peter Alley, Chair of The Land Between Working
Group, almost hit the roof in excitement when Paul
and Justin presented the map to usin Ottawa. Areas
of highest biodiversity (greatest number of land
classifications) coincided with the granite barrens and
limestone plains of The Land Between aswell as
along the Shield edge in the Ottawa Valley.

BVS & BP

Great Lakes Conservation Blueprint &
The Land Between

As Dan Kraus of The Nature Conservancy of Canada
(NCC) putsit, “good conservation must be based on
good science”. NCC and Natural Heritage
Information Centre (NHIC) are on the last stretches



before releasing their combined Great Lakes
Conservation Blueprint — a detailed assessment of the
terrestrial and aquatic biodiversity of the Great Lakes
Region of Ontario. Y ou can imagine this undertaking
wasn't an ‘al nighter’ before the exam. More data
sets than the average person can imagine were
assembled, looking at rare species, communities,
protected areas and land cover types, and analyzed to
create the effective biodiversity gauge. Non-
coincidentally, ‘blueprints' and conservation goal's of
any areas within the Great Lakes region can be
identified.

In cooperation with NCC and NHIC we will be
delineating the conservation blueprint for The Land
Between and adjacent areas (to the north, south, and

Giant Poplar Sphinx Moth. The challenging field of
insect diversity isincreasingly becoming atopic of interest
for ecologists. BP

east). Thiswill further help usidentify the unique
values of The Land Between and get us one step
closer to targeting the sitesin need of urgent
conservation attention. BP

Calling All *“Un-digitized’ Protected
Land Holdings

We have recently partnered with Sir Sanford
Fleming’ s Credit-for-Product co-op course.
Couchiching Conservancy Board Member Lou Probst
was a catalyst for connecting with Fleming and co-
writing the successful bid. Our goal isto have a
student team create a digital datalayer that illustrates
the extent and distribution of all protected areas
within The Land Between — lands owned by land

trusts, Nature Conservancy Canada (NCC) and other
lands that might not yet be digitized and compiled in
one GIS layer. Thislayer will offer numerous
benefits to the land trusts, including increased
planning abilities and powerful visual tools. The
layer can be used to help create a natural heritage
system within the jurisdiction of the land trusts and to
determine desirable properties for acquisition, to
name afew. We can only attain these goals with the
cooperation of those groups and organizationsin
possession of such lands. Thanksin advance to those
cooperating. BP

Vulnerability from Mining

An article from the National Post business sectionin
June highlighted Ontario’ s importance in making
mining the ‘ champion of Canada’s export industry.’
Eighty per cent of the minerals produced or refined in
Canada are exported according to the Post article.
The recent explosion of growth in consumption in
Chinaisthe reputed reason behind the recent surge in
our exports. Commodities such as gold, nickel,
potash and cement were cited as the items behind big
cash flows for the major minors. New legidationin
Ontario identifying ‘ Places to Grow’ north of the
Greenbelt includes nearly 2/3'® of the western end of
The Land Between (see Map above —pg. 3). With
many active quarries already in the regions of the
limestone plains, the news in the National Post
business section gives some additional reasons for
concern for the future of the remaining unprotected
lands found on the southern half of The Land
Between, for example those found in vicinity of the
Carden Plain. BP

Aggregatesin our world.

Similar to oil, sugar, and

cigarettes for some, we are

addicted to aggregates — for

roads, buildings, bridges and

so on. Now, billions more are

looking for the buzz and

Canada knows well how to mine, quarry, and export.
Opportunities exist however, to plan quarries smartly and
do abetter job at reusing old materials, and of course the
ultimate challenge — consuming less. BP

Conservation & Inventory Planning

Underway in M uskoka
An important watershed based project has just gotten
underway in Bracebridge. The Project Planner,



Phung Tran, has the daunting task of compiling
reports, mapping natural areas and connecting
corridors, completing gap analyses, and identifying
significant sites that require remediation or
restoration in the Muskoka Watershed. Wait a
minute, isn't that what | was hired to facilitate for the
first year of The Land Between Collaborative? Yes,
and no, really. Across alarger scalethisisexactly
what we are doing, but obviously on a scale of |esser
resolution. The kind of complexity and detail that
Tran will be working with, however, is something
that we have reserved for phase |1 —when we have
identified conservation focal points and hopefully
instigated afew new projects from Georgian Bay to
Kingston. So essentially, the Muskoka Heritage
Foundation isreally showing us a preview of
regionally-based planning and providing a model that
can be used for sites soon to be identified across The
Land Between in our year | technical report.

Thisis great news for two reasons. The provisional
boundary of The Land Between overlaps with the
southern portion of the Muskoka Watershed and so
there will be much opportunity to collaborative with
Muskoka in the next few months. Additionally, both
Tran and Judi Brouse (Director of Water Programs)
are energetic, enthused and poised to clearly define
conservation priorities for the entire watershed of
Muskoka. BP

Careabout Land Preservation? A Way

to Show Your Love

The Land Between Collaborative is the child of

seven land trustsin Ontario. The Ontario Land Trust
Alliance now lists 26
registered land trusts
(including a couple of
naturalist clubs) on its
web site. This number has
climbed significantly in
the last five years, with a
number of young
organizations now
operating on a strictly
volunteer basis. Some of
the more established land
trusts that have staff often

have just one or two paid personnel; virtualy all the

land trusts in Ontario rely heavily on volunteers.

Some land trusts are well into the thousands in terms

of numbers acres of land they have secured. Others
are till looking for the first deal. The strength of a
land trust isin its community roots (Photo inset - two
retired volunteers constructing a housing structure for
composting toilets at Grants Woods west of Orillia).
If you are one who cares about the preservation of
land, here is where you can make your contribution
speak: support, volunteer and donate to the land trust
in your region. The more you and others contribute
locally, the more land they will end up protecting.

BP

Carden Challenge Raises $10,000 to
Windmill Ranch Campaign

A four-man team from Barrie recorded 114 bird

species to take home the trophy at the first Carden

Challenge held in June. But the real winner was the
campaign to purchase
Windmill Ranch, akey
part of the alvar habitat
found inthe The Land
Between, just 20
minutes northeast of
Orillia. The event was
boosted by just over
$10,000 in pledges to
the eight participating
teams.

“The number of
different birds seen—a
total of 137 species by all the teams combined —
realy highlights the significance of the Carden Alvar
for breeding birds,” said local naturalist Bob Bowles,
who donated the trophy for the event.

Baobolink by Peter Burke

Theindividua with the highest amount of pledges -
Nathalie Rockhill - won a pair of high quality
binoculars donated by the Bird House Nature
Company. Participantsin the Challenge ranged from
15-year-old Julia St. Antoine of Windsor, to 86-year-
old Fred Bodsworth, the well-known author and
naturalist.

With the proceeds from this event, The Couchiching
Conservancy has gathered more than $100,000
towards the Windmill Ranch project. Thelead
partner on this project, The Nature Conservancy of



Canada, is continuing to raise fundsto meet a
November 2005 deadline.

With 1600 acres of globally-rare alvar habitats,
regular nesting of the endangered L oggerhead
Shrikes, and an abundance of other grassland,
shrubland, and wetland birds, Windmill Ranchisan
outstanding natura area. Together with the 2900-
acre Cameron Ranch, which was successfully
acquired in 2003, this project will protect the core of
the specialized shallow limestone bedrock habitats on
the Carden Alvar. RR

Trent Meeting Featured Perceptive, &

‘In Touch’ Academics

Academics sometimes take ‘ hits' about being too
idealistic and not in tune with real world situations. A
meeting held on the 29" of June at Trent University
debunked any notion of ‘out of touch academics'.

The meeting pooled some very interesting minds
from a broad faculty and research background.

Tom Nudds from Zoology at Univ. of Guelph
hammered home not only the need, but the * how to’
ensure a solid scientific framework necessary to find
the core areas for conservation and future
preservation targets. My lunch time meal was greatly
shortened because of his over flowing ideas on beta
diversity analysis and ways at getting to priorities.

John Wadland, a history Professor at Trent turned the
clock back on society to open our eyes on the days
past of The Land Between. Among many historical
insights he shed light on the Ontario Economic Atlas,
and Commission of Conservation Reports (under
Laurier Government) that included the 1913 Trent
Watershed Study (containing maps). John also
suggested a number of current surveys that could
answer questions such as ‘why was the land settled in
this unique manner’ and ‘how isit relevant today.’

Tenley Conway conveyed her zest for environmental
modeling and the structure and function of coupled
human-environmental systems. A professor in the
Geography Dept. at Univ. of Toronto, she suggested
that thereis often a negative reaction from the
processes of conservation planning process that
sometimes results in heightened level s of
development. Her models are defined by historical

precedents to predict probable future outcomes of
certain conservation actions.

No single approach can provide all the answers. A
sincere thank you goes out to al those academics and
professionals who have lent insight and pointed us in
anew direction in defining The Land Between and
its uniguenessin the landscape of southern Ontario.
BP

Marmora findsitself in the middle of
The Land Between

On Wednesday August 24, | went with Heather
Brooks-Hill and met with 70 members and guests of
Marmora and L ake Ratepayers Association to talk
about The Land Between. The formation of the
Assaociation was stimulated by the Town'’ s recent
action to lease out alot for industrial use as a truck
depot. Theland ispart of an 80 acre promontory on
the edge of town, between Crowe Lake and Crowe
River, with wooded cliffs on either side. It is apatch
of flat-topped limestone plain, complete with small
alvars, part of the mosaic that makes up The Land
Between.

‘Using maps, diagrams and photographs, Alley
explained that what defines The Land Between,
more than anything else, isits biodiversity’, reported
Judy Backus, in The Community Press, Eastern
Division (September 2). | then outlined the
opportunity provided by changesin 2004/5 in
Ontario’s municipal planning system. These give new
importance to recognition and protection of natural
heritage in the balance of Official Plans. They
include a new requirement that municipalities
coordinate their planning for natural heritage features
that cross municipal boundaries. The Land Between
creates just such a challenge for the nine upper tier
municipalities through which runs. Thisis new
ground for municipalities and planners, for which
they will need help from informed citizens and
groups. Brooks-Hill gave four examples of different
kinds of interventionsin planning that have been
made around Stony L ake, even under the old rules —
three were successful, and one unresolved yet. Three
were collaborative and only one was controversial.
PA

Land Trust Information: please see
www.ontariolandtrustalliance.org for contacts and
boundaries of land trusts.
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